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Amendment to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A score calculation method in a computer of 
calculating a score asme- from an input data including a plurality of attributes , 
comprising the steps of: 

d i spos i ng a p l ura l ity of l ay e rs and preparing a plurality of a pr e dict i on 
prediction m odel -models arranged in a hierarchical tree structure in the computer fef 
e ach of th e l ay e rs to calcu l at e a f e atur e; 

calculating, according to a with the prediction model in a first root laye r of the 
hierarchical tree structure , an output value us i ng input data i nclud i ng from at least 
one attribute selectod from attribut e s of th e data included in the input data by a 
calculation unit of the computer : 

selecting a -the prediction model in a subsequent layer of the hierarchical tree 
structure according to the output value by a selection unit of the computer : 

repetitiously executing the output value calculation step and the subsequent 
layer prediction model selection step while shifting the layer to a leaf side of the 
hierarchical tree structure until a -the prediction model of a final leaf layer of the 
hierarchical tree structure is reached; and 

calculating a score from the input data using the prediction model m-of the 
final medet leaf layer by the calculation unit . 



2. (currently amended) A score calculation method according to Claim 1 , 
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wherein the prediction model i noludes is one of : 

a scoring model to calculate a score usmg -from attributes of the input data; 

and 

an attribute prediction model to predict, usmg -from attributes of the input data, 
a value of another attribute. 

3. (currently amended) A score calculation method according to Claim 2, 
wherein the prediction model in the final lave ^leaf layer is a scoring model. 

4. (currently amended) A score calculation method according to Claim 1 , 
further comprising the step of storing at least one threshold value in a storing unit of 
the computer, 

wherein said selection of a -the prediction model in a -the subsequent layer is 
determined according to the output value and at l east ono the stored threshold value 
by the selection unit . 

5. (currently amended) A score calculation method according to Claim 1 , 
wherein said selection of a -the prediction model in a- the subseguent layer is 
determined according to the output value and a category to which the output value 
belongs by the selection unit . 

6. (currently amended) A score calculation method according to Claim 1 , 
further comprising the step of displaying a number of uses of an attribute used in the 
all layers on a display unit connected to the computer . 
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7. (currently amended) A score calculation method according to Claim 1 , 
further comprising the step of displaying prediction models used in the layers and 
output values thereo f on a display unit connected to the computer . 

8. (currently amended) A score calculation system for calculating a score 
usmg- from an input data including a plurality of attributes , comprising: 

a prediction mod el to ca l cu l at e a f e atur e i n e ach of a p l ura l ity of 
iavefs calculation means in a computer for processing input data using a plurality of 
prediction models arranged in a hierarchical tree structure ; 

selecting means in the computer for selecting the prediction model in a 
subsequent laye r of the hierarchical tree structure ; and 

display means connected to the computer for displaying a score, wherein 

the calculation means calculates an output value with the a -prediction model 
in an N-th layer (N >= 1 ) ca l cu l at e s an output va l u e us i ng i nput data i nc l ud i ng from at 
least one attribute s ele ct e d from attr i but e s of included in the input data, 

said selecting means selects a -the prediction model m-a -in the subseguent 
layer according to the output value of the prediction model of the layer , and 

said display means displays a score inc l ud i ng an output from said final leaf 
layer prediction model. 

9. (currently amended) A score calculation system according to Claim 8, 
wherein said pr e d i ction mod el calculation means and said selecting means are 
implemented respectively by different computers. 

10. (currently amended) A score calculation system according to Claim 8, 
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wherein said pred i ct i on mode l s aro oxocutod by calculation means is installed on a 
plurality of computers for executing respective prediction models . 

1 1 . (currently amended) A- An apparatus comprising a storage medium with a 
program for calculating a score us i ng data from an input data including a plurality of 
attributes stored therein, the program when executed causing a computer to , 
compris i ng th e cod e s to e x e cut e s execute the steps of: 

d i spos i ng a p l ura l ity of l ayers and preparing a plurality of prediction mode l for 
e ach of th e l ay e rs to ca l cu l at e a f e atur e models arranged in a hierarchical tree 
structure in the computer ; 

calculating, accord i ng to a w ith the prediction model in a first laye r of the 
hierarchical tree structure , an output value us i ng i nput data i nclud i ng f rom at least 
one attribute s ele ct e d from attr i but e s of th e data included in the input data by a 
calculation unit of the computer ; 

selecting a -the prediction model in a subsequent layer of the hierarchical tree 
structure according to the output value by a selection unit of the computer ; 

repetitiously executing the output value calculation step and the subsequent 
layer prediction model selection step while shifting the layer until a -the prediction 
model of a final leaf layer of the hierarchical tree structure is reached; and 

calculating a score from the input data using the prediction model in-of the 
final mode Heaf layer by calculation unit . 

12. (new) A score calculation system according to Claim 10, further including: 
receiving means for receiving the input data from the other computer via a 

network; and 
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sending mean for sending the output value to the other computer via the 
network. 
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